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Is published on Tuesday, Thursday and Satur- 
day, of every week, at 43 Willow Place, (near the 
South Ferry, Atlantic-st.,) Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Terms—Free, to those who choose to receive free- 
fy: Three Dollars per annum to those who prefer 
te pay. 

Specimen numbers will be sent to those request- 
ing them. 

Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, 
should return us a copy with his name and residence 
written upon it, and the simple order, ‘ Discontinue.’ 

Address ‘THE CIRCULAR, Brooklyn, N.Y.” 





POSTAGE OF THE CIRCULAR, (Prepaid)— 


Within this State, Out of the State, 
10 ots. per quarter, or | 19 1-2 cts. per quarter, or 


39 cts. a meer 78 cts. a year. 
itorial Notice. 


As the sentiments, objects, and terms of the Circular, are un- 
sual, we appropriate our first columns to such information 
about it, as may be needed bythose who think of subscribing 
for it. We employ no agents to solicit subscriptions, and our 
Seiends are cautioned against urging any to teke the paper. Our 
rple is, not to send it to any one on the application of a third per- 
son, except in special cases where we know the applicant, and are 
eure he is fully authorized. Our wish and requést is, that every 
person propésing to subscribe for the Circular, should read the 
entire contents of these first advertising columns and judge for 
himself, without relying on any other representations, wheth- 
er the paper is what he wants. 


FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 


OF THE CIRCULAR, 


RELIGION AND SOCIALISM; 
The Religion of the Bible,-- 
The Socialism of the Primitive Church. 


LEADING TOPICS. 


SALVATION FROM SIN, THE GIFT 
of the Gospel. 
*¢ Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shallsave 
his people from their sins.” (Matt. 1: 21.) 


THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, 
A. D. 70, or ‘immediately after’ the Destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, at the close or the Bible 
record and the apostolic age. 

“Verily I say unto you, There be some standing 
here which shall not taste of death, till they see the 

Son of man coming in his kingdom.” (Matt. 16: 28.) 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD, FOUND- 
ed in the heavenly Jerusalem by Uhrist and his 
followers 1800 years ago, and now being extend- 
ed to this world and Hades, uniting three worlds 
on the plane of the Second Resurrection. 
«Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on cartu 

aS IT IS IN HEAVEN.” (Matt. 6: 10.) 


MIRACLES, A PERPETUAL AGEN- 
cy at the call of Fai‘h; in opposition to the in- 
filel maxim that ‘the Age of Miracles is past.’ 
“‘ Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth 

on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and 

greater works than these shall he do, because I go 

unto my Father.”—-JoAn 14: 12. 


COMMUNISM, AN INSTITUTION 
of ihe Holy Spirit—the Social Order of Heaven. 
*¢ All mine are thine, and thine are mine.” —Jesus 

Christ. 

DELIVERANCE FROM DISEASE 
and Death, foretold by the Prophets, fulfilled 
by Christ. 

«* He will swallow up Deatn in Victory.” Isaian} 











GENERAL PLATFORM 

OF PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES. 

Sovereignty ot Jesus Christ, dating from his 
Second Coming, A. D. 70. 

Co-sovereignty of the Primitive Church, raised 
from the dead at the Second Coming. 

Unity of all Believers, in this world and in Ha- 
des, with the one Kingdom in the Heavens 

Resurrection of the Spirit, abolishing Sin and 
Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, overcoming Disease, 
renewing Youth, and abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with In- 
spiration for distribution. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Hom. Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetiugs every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence, 

A Daily Press, divorced from Mammon, and 
devoted to God. 





The reader will find further information about 
the Religion and Socialism of The Circular in the 
ensuing Advertisements of Publications, and of the 
Associ ted Communities at Oneida, Newark, &. 


PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM ; A Compilation from 
the Annual Reports and other publications 
of the Oneida Association and its Branches ; 
presenting, in connection with their History, 
a summary view of their Religious and Social 
Theories. 128 pages, octavo. Price 50 cts. 
Printed and published at the office of The 
Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Contents of Bible Communism. 
PART I.—MATTERS OF FACT. 

Location of the Oneida Association. Number of 
members. Mansion House. Historical sketch. Re- 
ligious views. Form of government. Religious 
exercises. System of Criticism. Schools. Theory 
of the Rights of Property. Treatment of matrimo- 
nial and parental relations. System of Free La- 
bor. Agriculture. Manufactures. Cost of liv- 
ing. Conditions of membership and withdrawal. 
Branch Associations, at Brooklyn, N. Y., Newark, 
N. J., Wallingford, Conn., Putney and Cambridge, 
Vt. Health of the Association. General condi- 
tion of morality and prosperity. 


PART I.—SOCIAL THEORY. 


PRELIMINARIES. 

BIBLE ARGUMENT.—Cuaprter I. Showing what 
is properly to be anticipated concerning the 
coming of the Kingdom of Heaven and its insti- 
tutions on earth. 

Cuarter II. Showing that Marriage is not an 
institution of the Kingdom of Heaven, and must 
give place to Communism. 

Cuapter II]. Showing that Death is to be abol- 
ished in the Kingdom of Heaven, and that, to 
this end, there must be a restoration of true 
relations between the Sexes. 

Cuarter IV. Showing how the Sexual Function 
is to be redeemed, and true relations between 
the sexes restored. 

Cuarter V. Showing that Shame, instead of be- 
ing one of the prime virtues, is a part of origi- 
nal Sin, and belongs to the Apostasy. 

Cuarrer VI. Showing the bearings of the pre- 
ceding views on Socialism, Political Economy, 
Manners and Customs, &c. 

CHarter VII. A concluding Caveat, that ought 
to be well noted by every Reader of the fore- 
going Argument. 


PART IIIl.—DOCTRINAL FOUNDATIONS. 

Criticism or Curistenvom ConstiTuTIONAL Curis- 
TIANITY. THE Bisie on My eriaGe. Pavut’s Views 
oF Marriace. Law or ADULTERY. 

APPENDIX TO PART It —Cottoquy on Mar- 
RIAGE AND SLAVERY. 

THE BEREAN, A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive 
Churen: an octavo volume of 500 pages.—- 
By J H. Noyes. Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming, Besurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con, 
densation of Life, &c. &c.,—treated strictly according to Bible 
evidence, but developing many new and interesting conclu- 
sions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. Ali 
who wish to understand Biste Communism—its constitutional 
basis, and prcespects of success—should acquaint themselves 
with the contents of this book. 


THE CIRCULAR; Complete files of Vol. 1, 
(Weekly,) $1,00; and of Vol. 2, (Semi 
Weekly,) $2,00 


THE PERFECTIONIST; Volumes 3, 4, 
and 5. Price $1,00 per Volume. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and 
Defended. By J. H. Noyes. Price, 6} cts. 


ANNUAL REPORTS ; (2d and 3d,) of the 
Onerpa Assocration. Price 12 1-2 ets. 





Postage of Books.---ible Communism, 3 
cts. prepaid ; The Berean, 28 cts. prepaid, or 42 cts, 
if not prepaid. 


What Ought to be Done. 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher ot 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most command- 
ing instrumentality of instruction. Therefore reli- 
gion ought to lay out its strength notin the pulpit 
but on the press. 

8. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universalin itsoperation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for thesame reason. Religion ought there- 
fore to aseend from the pulpit tothe sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought o be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are preparing toinstitute « Daily Reli- 








gious Press. 


ASSOCIATED COMMUNITIES, 
at 


Oneida, N. Y. Newark, N. J. 

Brooklyn, N.Y. Wallingford, Ct. 
Putney, Vt. ' 

HAVING A COMMON INTEREST IN ALL THINGS. 





BUSINESS CARDS OF THE COMMUNITIES. 


HE ONEIDA COMMUNITY HAVE ON HAND 
for sale, the following productions of their 
Gardens, Mill, and Work-shops, viz : 


NURSERY FRUIT TREES, 


Consisting of— 

APPLES, the most approved varieties. 
PEARS, do. (Standards & Dwarfs.) 
CHERRIES, 
PLUMS, 
PEACHES, 
Isabella Grape Vines, Raspberries, d&c., &c. 


STRAWBERRY PLANTS, 

Of the following varieties :--Burr’s New Pine, Large 
Early Scarlet, and Hovey’s Seedling. 

Also, Myatt’s Victoria PIE PLANTS. 


GOOD WHEAT FLOUR, 
Usually on hand at THE FLOURING MILL, 


in barrels and sacks; also Buckwneat Fiovr, in 
sacks—Inptan Meat, Freep, &c. 


RUSTIC FURNITURE, 


Consisting of Rustic Chairs and Seats, of various 
kinds; Tables, Stands, and Flower Vases, Frames 
for vines, creepers, &c.; besides a variety of other 
Garden Furniture. 
STEEL TRAPS, 
Of various sizes and descriptions. 

Dealers, also, in SEWING and SADDLERS’ SILK; 
of the best American manufacture. Merchants 
supplied. 

J Orders for any of the above articles, ad- 
dressed to Jonathan Burt, Oneida, N. Y., will be 
promptly attended to. 

Oneida, N. Y., 1854. 


Choice varieties. 





HE PUTNEY COMMUNITY HAVE USUALLY 
on hand and for sale at their Grist-Mill, 
EXCELLENT FLOUR, 
recently manufactured from new wheat, at the Com- 
munity Mills, Oneida, N.Y Also, 
CORN, RYE, AND OATS, 
at the usnal prices. 

Tue1R Mit has recently been put in good repair, 
and is now doing the regular business of an ordinary 
Grist-mill, with satisfaction and dispatch. Corn in 
the ear crushed and ground at the usual rates. 

BAKER & HALL Millers. 


Putney, Vt., 1854. 





Community Machine-Shop. 


WM. R. INSLEE & CO. 
MACHINISTS, 


HEDENBERG BUILDINGS. NEWARK, N. J. 








W. R. I. & Co., manufacture Printing Presses, 
(for copper-plate and letter-press printing,) Jewel- 
er’s Tools, Machinists’ Lathes, &c., &c. and are 
prepared to execute orders for machinery generally 

WM. R. INSLEE, ABRAM C, SMITH. 





Community Prees 


THE ‘CIRCULAR’ PRINTING OFFICE: 
NO 43 WILLOW PLACE, 
Near the Cor. of State-st. 








The undersigned, having recently added to their 
establishment new Presses, and an assortment ot 
new Job Type, are prepared to print Cards, La- 
bels, Circulars, hand-Bills, Bill-Heads, and plain 
and fancy work generally. They will attend to the 
orders of friends abroad with pleasure, and can make 
quick returns of work, by means of the various Ex- 
press lines centering in New York, to any part of 
the country. 

I= Office No. 48 Willow Place, near State-stree 
(between Columbia and Hicks streets.) 

8. R. LEONARD & CO. 





Central Business Agency. 


Grorer Cragin, General Agent for the Associated 
Communities, offers his services to others who may 
have business in New-York, which they are willing 
tointrust tohim. His acquaintance in the city, and 
the experience and facilities of business which he 
has acquired by his agency for the Communities, en- 
ables him to buy and sell Goods, Produce, Land 
Warrants, &c., &c., safely and advantageously. Ad- 
dress ‘Grorer Cragin, Box No. 6, Brooklyn, N. Y. 





RAVELING BAGS of convenient styles, thorough- 
ly made of Carpeting and Enameled Cloth, !.adies- 


Ideas for Farmers and Gardeners. 
(Notes of the Farmers’ Club Meeting, Nov. 21, 1854.) 
COLD FRAMES. 

This was the first subject of discussion, upon 
which Prof. Mapes made the following remarks : 
“It is usual in the spring to raise cabbages, 
cauliflowers and other plants in hot beds; but 
when these are started early, it is difficult to 
take care of your beds—to keep up a right 
and equal temperature. Too much heat will 
destroy the plants, and often the right quantity 
will give you weak plants. Market gardeners 
now pursue a different course. They use what 
are called Cold Frames. These are easily con- 
structed. They may be made of any dimen- 
sions, say six fect wide, and from 10 to 40 feet 
long: the rear side should be from 12 to 15 
inches high, and the front from three to six 
inches, so as to give a pitch to the covers. 
Raise the plants from seed in the ordinary way, 
as late in the autumn as practicable, and when 
two or three inches high set them out in the 
frame. Here they are covered through the 
winter with shutters without glass. The 
object of these shutters is not to prevent 
the plants from freezing, which cannot be 
done with a cold frame, but to prevent them 
from frequently freezing and thawing, which 
is what injures plants. 1t does not injure them 
to either freeze or thaw, if it be done gradually. 
When the weather is warm, the shutters, or at 
least every other shutter, may be removed.— 
Give the plants air in this way during the win- 
ter as frequently as convenient. Plants do not 
become disintegrated by remaining in a frozen 
state for a long time. They become hardy by 
this treatment ; and plants thus nurtured may 
be put out in the early spring, without any fear 
of their being injured by the weather. I have 
had plants covered with three or four inches of 
snow, after being set out in the spring, without 
receiving the slightest injury; while hot-bed 
plants similarly situated would have been de- 
stroyed. Cauliflowers thus treated can be 
brought into market a month earlier than those 
raised from hot-beds ; and they are also likely 
to be better, as market gardeners will tell you. 

“With cold frames we may force plants 
from many seeds which we cannot succeed it 
doing in hot beds, or by ordinary culture.— 
For instance, the common Rhubarb or pie-plant 
cannot stanc the hot sun; but by planting the 
seeds in cold frames late iu the season, every 
xeed will come up, and by covering them 
through the winter every plant may be pre- 
served—ready for transplanting in the spring.” 

Other plans were suggested as substitutes 
for cold frames in protecting plants through the 
winter, such as setting out plants by the side of 
ridges, and covering them by mulching the land 
between the ridges ; also to cover plants with 
straw, hay, brush, shavings, &c.; but it was 
concluded that the cold-frame method is in 
every sense the best. 


for a market-gardener to render his business 
very profitable without the use of cold frames.. 


WARMING AND VENTILATION OF STABLES. 


the great importance and economy of keeping 
stables well-warmed and at the same time well- 
ventilated ; but we will mention only the sim- 
ple statement of a Long-Island farmer, which’ 
‘s worth a great amount of philosophy. My 
father (said he) had his cattle divided into 
four parcels. Que parcel of fourteen were 
kept duriug the winter in a warm and well-ven- 
tilated stable. Two other parcels were indif- 
ferently stabled, and the fourth lot were allow- 


best stables produced the largest amount of milk 
—kept in the best order, and consumed the least 








Satchels, &c., manufactured and for sale at the Com- 
mune, 48 Willow Place. 


food: while those allowed to run in the yard 


There was much evidence produced on this — 
subject by Prof. Mapes and others, showing ' 


ed te run in the yard. Those confined in the. 


Prof. Mapes gave it as . 
his opinion, that it would be almost impossible. 
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gave the least amount of milk, consumed the 


most food, and in the spring were in the poor- 


est condition. 


The ‘Savages’ in a Painter’s Studio, 


Colonel Trumbull, who had returned from 
Europe to obtain subscribers for the ergray- 
ings from his celebrated series of pictures illus- 
trative of the ‘revolution, had just completed 
for the corporation the large full-length por- 
trait of the President which now graces the 
City Hall. 

‘“* Washington was curious to see the effect it 
would produce on the minds of savages, and 
therefore directed Trumbull to place it in an 
advantageous light, facing the entrance of the 
painting room, and, having entertained several 
of the principal chiefs at dinner, he invited them 
to walk with him, and led them suddenly into 
the presence of his counterfeit. As the door 
was opened, they were startled at seeing anoth- 
er ‘ Great Father’ standing within, and for a 
time were mute with astonishment. At length 
one of the chiefs advanced towards the picture, 
slowly reached out his hand and touched it, 
and was still more astounded to feel but a cold 
flat surface instead of the warm round figure it 
had seemed. He exclaimed, ‘ Ugh !’ and each 
of the party, with a grave surprise not unmixed 
with fear, carefully repeated his examination. 
Trumbull had been anxious to obtain portraits 
of some of these chiefs, whom he describes as 
possessed of a dignity of manner, form, coun- 
tenance, and expression, worthy of Roman 
senators; butafter this, he found it impossible ; 
they were suspicious that there was magic in an 
art which could impart to a piece of canvas the 
appearance of a great soldier, dressed for bat- 
tle, and standing beside his war-horse.””— 
American Society in the Days of Washington. 
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sax Notice to Correspondunts, 
After the 1st of December next, (or 
the close of the present volume,) all let- 
ters intended for the CircuLar or for 
those connected with it, should be direc- 
ted to Onema, N. Y., to which place the 
publishing office will then be removed. 





Correspondence of the Circular. 
A Western Association. 


Oneida Commune, Nov. 17, 1854. 

Dear Frienps :—While on a late business tour 

west, I visited the settlements of German Commu- 
nists near Buffalo in this State, generally knownas 
the Ebenezers. I speut two days with them, and 
my opportunities for getting a correct idea of their 
object and general principles were very good, as 
those of their leading men with whom I became 
acquainted were in conversation quite free and 
ready to give me any information that I desired. 

They are a religious people, and style them- 
relves ‘The Community of True Inspiration at 
Ebenezer ;’ that being the title also by which 
they are recognized in their charter from the state, 
The name Ebenezer is applied to their villages 
collectively, which are three in number, from cne 
to three miles apart, and called by them respec- 
tively the lower, middle, and upper Ebenezer.— 
Their Jand is in one body, and lies upon the Caze- 
nove, West Seneca, and Cayuga Creeks, a little 
south of east of Buffalo. It adjoins on one side 
the corporation of Buffalo, though their villages 
are from 6 to 9 miles from the present limits of 
the city proper. It formerly constituted a part of 
the Seneca Indian Reservation, and now forms a 
part of the towns of West Seneca and Lancaster 
‘n Eric Co. 

The Society did not live in Community in Ger- 
many, but were evidently looking towards such a 
mate, and finally came to the determination to 
emigrate to America and establish a Community. 
The agents of the*Society came over and made 
the first purchase of 5,000 acres in 1842, anda 
eettiement was commenced: but the main body 
aid not come over tilt 1843 and 1844. By subse- 
quent purchases they have added to this land till 
*ey now have about 7,600 acres. When they 
purchased their land it was covered with a dense 
forest, with but a few small patches cleared by the 

_¥ndians, and they suffered many privations in the 
‘eommencement of their settlement. But by pa- 

tient and persevering application they have ac- 
.complished much, and now have some 2,300 acres 
, jeleared and in a flourishing condition, with three 
i»pfime villages, containing from twenty to forty 
houses each, besides mills, factories, shops, &c.— 


———— 


considerable attention to the cultivation of fruit ; 
but farming, market-gardening and manufacturing 
are their principal employments. They are able 
now to raise and manufacture nearly all they re- 
quire for food and clothing, and most of their im- 
plements of industry, which renders them quite 
independent of their surroundings. 
the improvements they have made upon their 
land, may be got from the fact tnat they paid but 
ten dollars an acre for the first purchase of 5,000 
acres, and would not now sell it for two hundred 
dollars an acre. 

They have also two settlements in Canada; one 
about half way between Black Rock ferry and 
Chippewa, and the other near Dunville, about 30 
miles from the first mentioned. 

The statement that has been going he rounds 
of the papers, that they were desirous of sell- 
ing out and removing west, and that they had 
had an offer of $5,500,000 for their lands, but 
would not take less than $6,000,000, I was told 
by them, is incorrect, as they had had no such of- 
fer, and did not wish to sell at present, at least. 
Their land, even at the high price at which they 
hold it, would not amount (there being only 7,600 
acres) to more than $1,600,000. I think also 
that the statement lately copied into the Circu- 
lar from the Tribune, that the trustees of the so- 
ciety had recently located a tract of land of some 
100,000 acres in Kansas for a future settlement 
is incorrect, as I was informed by them that they 
did not like Kansas as well as they supposed they 
should, and I did not learn that they had made a 
selection of land, but were desirous of doing so, 
and probably would soon in some part of the west, 
for the purpose of growing their own wool for 
their factories. 

Their object in associating together, 1s profess- 
edly religious improvement; and undoubtedly 
they also reckon largely upon the economic and 
educational advantages of associate life, as may 
have been already inferred, and as will be more 
fully seen hereafter. Though they call themselves 
Communists, and are so in some sense, they are far 
from being so according to what we conceive to be 
the gospel signification of that term, their Com- 
munism extending only in part to property, edu- 
cational and religious interests, and not to their 
social interests as a whole. Marriage exists 
among them as in ordinary society, though they 
discourage it as much as possible, and recommend 
to those that are married that they live as though 
they were not; which, however dves not seem to 
amount to much practically in the way of limit- 
ing population. 

They have a written constitution, which every 
one is required to sign on becoming a member, 
and which is incorporated in their charter from 
the State. By this constitution the property of 
each member on joining becomes the common 
property of the Community; and in case of subse- 
quent withdrawal they are to be paid the full 
amount they put in, but without interest; and 
receive no pay for their services beyond their liv- 
ing while members. The governmgnt is vested 
in trustees elected from their elder or spiritual 
leaders, and entrusted with powers similar to 
other corporations. The trustees hold the prop- 
erty in trust for the common benefit, and renounce 
entirely all right or claim to hold it for their own 
private or individual use. The common members 
obligate themselves to accept the elders as their 
teachers and pastors, and business leaders. Their 
houses are of ordinary size, and from one to six 
families live in a house. They do not havea 
common table for a whole village; but those in 
each house eat at one table. The method of dis- 
tribution for their daily wants is this: All their 
milk, meat, and such things, are apportioned to 
every family according to its number of members, 
Their bread is made at one common bakery for 
all the settlements, and all are allowed the free 
use of it. In their trade with the Community 
stores, accounts are kept with all the members. so 
that they may not exceed the amount apportioned 
them, which is alike to all. In regard to clothing, 
every member is allowed thirty dollars out of the 
common fund, to be used as he thinks best for 
that purpose; if any are economical enough to 
save part of it, and put it into the common treas- 
ury, they can reclaim ic in case of withdrawal 
from the Community. I should think it was a 
liberal allowance, as it is a religious principle with 
them to dress plainly and live on plain food. 

Their business arrangements are very good for 
so large a community ; (they number now about 
1200 souls.) The elders are their head business 
men also; and they, together with their assistant 
managers, meet every day to determine the busi- 
ness of the succeeding day, apportion the help; 


Some idea of 


left free to work or not as they choose. So far as I 
noticed, the members appeared quite cheerful and 
industrious, and I was told that that is generally 
the case. The statements that have appeared in 
the papers, that they work very hard, they say 
are not true, as they do not generally work but 
seven or eight hours a day, and not very hard at 
that. When there isa special necessity for it, 
they work longer. “They say their object is not 
to make money, but only to work enough to sup- 
port themselves comfortably, and keep in health. 

All the members I believe, both men and wo- 
men, have a common education; but intellectual 
improvement is not particularly encouraged, as 
I could learn, among the adults. Their children 
are kept at school most of the time from five years 
of age, to fourteen. They all eat together, and 
are under the care of their teachers during the 
day, but at night are with their parents. They 
are kept under religious influence as much as pos- 
sible, and are especially taught to read and rever- 
ence the Bible. At set times every day they are 
taught to knit or sew, or some other kind of work 
adapted to their age and strength. 

As a religious sect they started about the year 
1716, and their first and principal teachers and 
prophets were John Frederick Rock, a mechanic 
I believe, and one Kruber, a learned minister. 
Their principal object seems to have been from 
the beginning to labor for increased earnestness, 
and a constant growth or progression in Christian 
attainments, aiming at perfection, or the adoption 
of sons. The feature that most interested me in 
their religious character was their love and rever- 
ence for the Bible as the word of God. They 
seem very much attached to it. But perhaps 
their most peculiar characteristic is their belief in 
inspiration, or direct communication with God: 
by which, as they believe, they have the pure 
word of God through their prophets or mediums. 
They do not claim that their prophets are contin- 
uously or permanently inspired, but only that 
they have the gift of prophecy, by which God 
occasionally speaks directly through them to the 
church. It is at such times and in this way that 
their elders are all appointed. Whenever these 
inspirations come upon their prophets, a secretary 
is immediately called for to take down what they 
say. At the end of the year these prophecies are 
collected and printed ina book. They are held 
in high esteem among them, and regarded as of 
equal authority with the Bible. They consider 
the gift of prophecy a conditional one, and say 
their prophets are very liable to lose it, and do 
lose it whenever they cease to be humble, and 
become puffed up by their office. They have now 
two among them that have this gift, a man and a 
woman. Their principal doctrine is that all cre- 
ated beings will finally, either in this world or the 
world of the dead, be restored to the favor of God, 
They hold that the devil is a fallen angel, and will 
also be restored back to his former state in the 
end. They also hold the doctrine of the new 
birth, but consider it a very rare and difficult at- 
tainment iv this world. 

Their religious exercises are frequent and sim- 
ple, being confined mainly to singing, reading the 
Bible, and prayer; though they are sometimes fa- 
vored with a prophecy. They read the Bible and 
attend prayers in each family every day: then 
they have a general religious meeting every Wed- 
nesday and Saturday afternoon. Sundays they 
are divided into classes, which have three meet- 
ings each. 

I explained to several of them our system of 
Criticism, and they liked it very much, saying 
they had something similar to it once a year, 
when all their settlements get together in general 
assembly. Besides, several of their first elders, 
whom they call ‘The Select Brotherly Youncil? 
meet every day at each village to adjudge matters 
between the members, and give advice, &c. 

I have thus given a pretty full account of them, 
and you will be able, I think, to get a correct 
idea of their positon, I was particularly pleased 
with several things among them. ‘They encourage 
the voluntary principle among them, and want 
every one to act freely from their own sense of 
right, and all are free to withdraw from them at 
any time. Another thing, they discourage prose- 
lytism, and wish to avoid publicity. And then 
their elders hold themselyes as examples to the 
rest, and labov with their own hands as much as 
others. 

With no clear understanding of the difference 
between the Jewish and Christian dispensations, 
in total ignorance of the great facts of the Second 
Coming and the establishment of the Kingdom of 
God in the heavens 1800 years ago, and of the 
policy of God in its establishment on the earth, 








‘They have several fine orehards growing, and pay 


and make such changes as are necessary. All are 


evil, it is not to be eapected that they will make 
any great attainments in religious progress. But 
I could not avoid the conviction, that there is 
much material preparing among them for the 
ready understanding and reception of the true 
gospel of Communism, when it fairly comes be- 
fore them. 

In conclusion, I would say that they treated me 
with politeness and attention, for which they 
have my thanks. A. W. C. 





The Latest News. 


The arrival of the Screw-steamship Canadian 
at Portland, Me., furnishes us with three days 
later intelligence from Europe. 

THE WAR. 

From the seat of war we learn that the Allied 
forces are vigorously prosecuting the siege of Se- 
bastopol. According to the latest advices, Forts 
Quarantine and Constantine had been razed, and 
tbe southern tower and other forts had been de- 
molished. It is also stated, that the town is on 
fire in several different places, and cannot pos- 
sibly hold out much longer. The movement of the 
Russians in closing the entrance to the harbor by 
sinking several of their ships proves to have been 
a skillful one; the allies, however, are now mak- 
ing great preparations for blowing up the sunken 
ships. Twenty-four iron cylinders have been or. 
dered for this purpose—each cylinder will con- 
tain one thousand pounds of powder, which is to 
be ignited by a battery. 

AUSTRIA AND RUSSIA. 

There is some probability of a war between 
these two nations. Russia has gathered 200,000 
men facing the Austrian frontier, and Austria has 
embattled along her frontier from Cracow to the 
Danube 200,000 men, and 25,000 in the Prineipal_ 
ities. Both sides show great activity. 

PRUSSIA. 

The latest news in regard to Prussia is, that 
the Czar has refused an entrance to the Prussian 
Ambassador at St. Petersburg. This report needs 


confirmation. 
FRANCK. 


The order prohibiting Mr. Soule, the American 
Minister to Spain, from passing through France 
has been withdrawn. A definite explanation of 
the Emperor Napoleon’s course in reference to the 
matter has not yet been received. 





Matters of Mention. 
(Condensed from the Papers ) 
—The first printing-press in America was im- 
ported in the year 1638, for Harvard College, just 
then established. 


~-Lake Superior will shortly be connected with 
the lower great lakes by navigable water, the 
Saut Canal being nearly completed. 


—It is stated that the people of Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, are about building an expensive institution, 
for the education of female physicians. 


— Wheat and other grains sell at as low prices 
in California, as in the Atlantic States, while la- 
bor is more than five times as high. 


—The Central Ohio Railroad is completed.— 
This road unites Baltimore and Cincinnati, passing 
through Wheeling, Va., and Zanesville and Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 


—The celebrated clipper-ship Great Republic 
having been rebuilt with the reduction of one 
of her decks, is now loading at New York for 
San Francisco. 

—There are four cities in France, Paris, Brux- 
elles, Grenoble and Annonay, which consume 
annually 6,400,000 kid and lamb skins in the 
fabrication of gloves. And in this manufacture 
eggs valued at 630,000 frances, are used annually. 


—It is stated that the number of persons of for- 
eign birth now in the United States, is 2,210,839 ; 
the number of natives, (whites,) 17,737,578; and 
of persons whose nativity is unknown, 39,154.— 
Mr. Wise of Virginia asks, ‘ What are the Know 
Nothings going to do with these 39,154 un- 
known ?” 

-—The common apple-tree was introduced into 
New England almost as soon as it began to be 
settled. Governor’s Island, in Boston harbor, is 
said to have been given to Gov. Winthrop, in 
1682, on condition that he should plant an orchard 
there. 

—Some idea may be formed of the magnitude of 
the stores of winter clothing sent out to the British 
army, from the fact that upwards of 70,000 pairs 
of worsted stocks, 90,000 of- woolen Jerseys, 
50,000 of flannel drawers, and 80,000 of gloves, 
have recently been despatched. 





and with no clear or correct idea of the origin of 


—A meeting was lately held at Louisville, Ky. 
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for the purpose of considering the practicability 
of constructing a tunnel under the Ohio riyer.— 
It is estimated that it will not cost more than 
$1,200,000 to construct such a tunnel, and that it | 
can be built within 12 months from the tune of | 
commencement. 

—The Brooklyn fire alarm telegraph, which is 
designed to connect the various station houses 
with the City Hall, is nearly completed. The 
galvanic batteries were put up on Saturday, and 
it is expected that operations will be commenced 
in a day or two. 

—Wednesday’s papers publish a report of a 
law suit connected with the Henry Clay disaster of 
1852. The executor of Mr. A. J. Downing, 
sued the owners of the steamer for $4000 dama- 
ges for the loss of Mr. Downing’s life, and $1000 
for loss of baggage. The prosecution could not 
establish their case fully so far as regards the 
cause of death; but the jury returned a verdict 
against the company for the full amount claimed 
for the loss of baggage. 

—We saw the other day at the Navy Yard 
Museum a large map of the Atlantic Ocean, on 
which was traced the course of hundreds, and we 
don’t know but thousands, of actual voyages that 
have been made between the ports on the opposite 
coasts. A complete net-work of lines covers the 
waters between America and Europe, tracks of 
vessels that have sailed from all parts of one con- 
tinent to all parts of the other. It is the work 
of Lieut. Maury, gathered from old log-books, and 
designed to show the direction of the winds and 
currents of the Ocean, thus to afford a chart of 
instruction to vessels for their safer and more 
speedy sailing. 

—The Boston Liberator says: “We under- 
stand that Henry Ward Beecher opened the Ly- 
ceum course at Worcester last Friday with his 
new lecture on “ Patriotism,” and took occasion to 
avow himself a convert to the doctrine of women’s 
voting! He then justified his position at some 
length, meeting in his own powerful way the argu- 
ments against this reform. So far from producing 
greater confusion at the polls, he declared that 
the presence of women was the only thing that 
could make them decent places. The American 
respect for woman, he thought, would show itself, 
instantly, there. ‘Let a son walk to the ballot- 
“box with his mother, fearlessly and with dignity, 
“or a husband with his wife—and men would fall 
«back to let them pass ; and if any one interfered 
“to molest them, the crowd would instantly swal- 
“low him up, as the whale swallowed Jonah.”— 
Finally, he predicted that though he might not 
live to see this reform, it was as certain to come 
as the earth to continue its motion. The only in- 
consistency in his remarks, was his expressing a 
hope that his wife and sisters would never wish to 
speak in public, though he would not oppose it if 
they did.” 





One of the speakers in the late meeting of the 
New York Historical Society, indulged in the 
following pun : 

* Sir, if I might be pardoned for borrowing an 
expressive Orientalism, and for playing upon it a 
little, I would venture to wish that your associa- 
tion might flourish like the palm tree of the plain, 
and also that it might never fail to supply to all 
who repose beneath its shade an abundant store 
of dates. For, sir, as much as we may senti- 
mentalise about a certain historical muse,I will 
venture to say that my friend near me, who has 
courted her so successfully, will bear witness with 
me that she by no means feeds on air; that on 
the coutrary, she has a most voracious appetite 
for that precise variety of fruit, and that she can- 
not live without 1t, however dry, and husky, and 
hard, and matter-of-fact these dates are often 
considered.” 





The Evening Post, in an account of the late anni- 
versary of the New Yoik ‘Jistorical Society, says 
that the introductory prayer by Rev. Dr. Dewitt, 
‘was pronounced by some who heard it one of the 
most eloquent prayers ever addressed to a popu- 
Jar assembly.’ Whether there was any intention- 
al irony in this remark, we do not know, but it 
will be appreciated by all who have heard prayers 
on similar occasions. Apropos to this—a distin- 
guishing peculiarity of David’s Psalins is that they 
were cumposed to God. David was not thinking 
of any other audience when he poured out his 
heart in those beautiful effusions of poetry and 
piety. All the music of his soul and all the elo- 
quence of his tongue, was dedicated to the Lord 
of Hosts. 





—A Rhode Island gentleman makes the follow- 
ing proclamation, furnishing an example that might 
be fullowed by others with profit to themselves: 
‘He that giveth to the poor lendeth to the 


obedience to the dictates of my belief in the bless- 
ings of one all-wise God, unto Him who dispens- 
eth liberally unto the poor, therefore, I, Louis 
Lewisson, of the City of Providence, State of Rhode 
Island, and Providence Plantations, do hereby in- 
vite, indiscriminately of all religions, all poor peo- 
ple to callon the 30th day of November, 1854, 
beginning at 7 o’clock in the morning and continu- 
ing through the whole day, and receive a good, 
substantial Thanksgiving Dinner, in front of my 
prosperous bazaar. And I further invite all poor 
people who should happen to be sick to send their 
neighbors, a few weeks previous to Thanksgiving. 
to my bazaar, and leave the address of such pocr 
sick people, and I will send them a good, substan- 
tial Lhanksgiving Dinner, by my own express, to 
relieve them. And I further invite all my work- 
people, who have ever worked for me since I came 
to Providence, to call on me privately the day pre- 
vious, and receive a bountiful supply for a Thanks- 
giving Dinner, 


Bible-Game Notes, 

The allusion in a late No, of the Cir- 
cular to the character of David, con:par- 
ing him with Joab, suggests two or three 
other instances in David’s life which re- 
flect his love of righteousness, in contrast 
with the unscrupulous ambition of the 
sons of Zeruiah.* 

In the first place, in the case of Shim- 
ei, (to which allusion has been made,) 
who cursed the king with a grievous 
curse, and insolently abused him in the 
day of his adversity, it was Abishai the 
son of Zeruiah, who proposed immediate 
vengeance, and said to the king, ‘ Why 
should this dead dog curse my Lord the 
king ? let me go over I pray thee, and 
take off his head.’ But David answered, 
What have I to do with you, ye sons of 
Zeruiah ? So let him curse, because the 
Lord hath said unto him, Curse David.— 
Who shall then say, Wherefore hast 
thou done so? And David said to 
Abishai, and to all his servants, Behold 
my son, [ Absalom] which came forth of 
my bowels, seeketh my life ; how much 
more now may this Benjamite do it ?— 
Let him alone, and let him curse; for 
the Lord has bidden him. It may be 
that the Lord will look on mine affliction 
and that the Lord will requite me good 
for his cursing this day.’ 2 Sam. 16: 9-- 
12. 

David’s meekness and faith, his love 
of righteousness and hatred of iniquity 
all shine out in this affair. The cursing 
of Shimei, David recognised as part of the 
course of criticism from the Lord which 
was predi:ted by Nathan the prophet, for 
his sin in the matter of Uriah the Hit- 
tite. [See 2 Samuel 12.] And while 
he meekly submitted to his humiliation, 
and nobly delayed execution of the right- 
eous judgment that was due to Shimei, 
(thus showing his freedom from merely 
personal feelings,) he still did not forget 
the wickedness of Shimei, nor to see that 
he was rewarded finally according to his 
works. After Absalom was slain, and 
the king was again in prosperity, Shimei 
was the first to present himself and apol- 
ogise for his perverse conduct. ‘ But 
Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered 
and said, Shall not Shimei be put to 
death for this, because he cursed the 
Lord’s anointed? And David said, 
What have I to do with you, ye sons of 
Zeruiah, that ye should this day be ad- 
versaries unto me ? Shall there any man 
be put to death this day in Israel ? for 
do not I know that I am this day king 
over Israel ? Therefore the king said 








* By reference to 2 Sam. 17: 25, it will be seen 
that the geneaology of these mighty men the suns 
of Zeruiah, is put in connection with their mo- 
ther’s name instead of their father’s. In 1 Chron. 
2:17, itis shown that she (Zeruiah) was Da- 
vid’s sister, which made Joab and Abishai Da- 
vid’s nephews. This fact may account for David’s 
using the expression ‘ these sons of Zeriuah,’ in- 





Lord.’ A proclamation by Louis Lewisson. In 
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stead of speaking of their father. 





THE CIRCULAR... — 


unto Shimei, Thou shalt not die.’ 2 Sam. 
19: 18—23. 

This same combination in David’s char- 
acter, of personal generosity with love 
of righteousness, and confidence that 
God would reward judgment to the doer 
of evil, is seen in the two instances where 
David had Saul in his power, but re- 
frained from doing him injury. (See 2 
Sam., 24th and 26th chapters.) In the 
first instance, David’s heart smote him, 
because he had so much as cut off the 
skirt of the Lord’s anointed. But Saul 
was overcome by David’s conduct, and he 
wept, saying that David had rewarded 
him good for evil. The next time that 
David had Saul in his power, Abishai the 
son of Zeruiah was with him. ‘ And Ab- 
ishai said to David, God hath delivered 
thine enemy into thine hand this day; 
now therefore let me smite him, I pray 
thee, with the spear even to the earth at 
once, and I will not smite him the second 
time. And David said to Abishai, Des- 
troy him not ; for who can stretch forth 
his hand against the Lord’s anointed, and 
be guiltless ? David said furthermore, 
As the Lord liveth, the Lord shall smite 
him; or his day shall come to die; or he 
shall descend into battle and perish. The 
Lord forbid that Z should stretch forth 
mine hand agaist the Lord’s anointed. 
David’s course again procured him the 
blessing of Saul, and also of the Lord.— 
(See 2 Sam., 26th chapter.) 

The affecting expression of David on 
the occasion of Joab’s treacherously taking 
the life of Abner—‘ I am this day weak, 
though anointed king; and these men 
the sons of Zeruiah are too hard for me,’ 
—is again echoed in his expression of 
affection for Absalom, whom Joab also 
recklessly killed in the face of David’s ape- 
cial request to deal lightly with him for 
his sake. Qn hearing of Absalom’s death 
‘the king was much moved, and went up 
to the chamber over the gate, and wept ; 
and as he went, thus he said: O my son 
Absalom! my son, my son Absalom ; 
would God I had died for thee, O Absa- 
lom, my son, my son!’ But for all this, 
it does not appear that David’s personal 
grief led him to resent Joab’s disobedi- 
ence ; but on the other hand, he seems 
to have acquiesced in God’s purpose to 
bring evil upon Absalom. Shortly after 
his mourning for Absalom was ended, 
however, when he was about reérganizing 
his government, we find this change in 
his cabinet announced :—‘ Say ye to Am- 
asa, Art thou not of my bone, and of my 
flesh ? God do so to me, and more also, 
if thou be not captain of the host before 
me continually in the room of Joab.’ 

David's avenging the death of Saul, 
his greatest enemy, (2 Sam., Ist chap.,) 
and of his son Ishbosheth, (2 Sam., 4th 
chap.,) by slaying those who brought him 
the information, thinking to have brought 
good tidings, are other specimens of a 
quality in him that doubtless had much 
to do. in gaining for him the appellation 
of a man after God’s own hea:t. What 
eloquent lamentation bursts from his 
great heart when he hears that Saul and 
Jonathan are slain. (See 2 Sam. ch. Ist.) 

Oneida Commune. 





Philosophy of Long-suffering, 
The question sometimes arises why the 
believer should be called to go through 
such protracted trials in being saved— 
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strife with the powers of darkness, and 
compelled to submit so much and so long 
to the devil’s works? It would seem 
easy for God to remove him entirely from 
the sphere of evil, and we are apt to won- 
der in ourselves why he does not. But 
while we cannot doubt God's resources, 
we are sure he is not indifferent to the 
believer’s happiness, and sure therefore 
that he has some good object in view in 
protracting his suffering. If we can see 
that object it will help us to codperate 
with him, and endure with patience and 
submission, all that falls to us. 

In the 2d of Peter, 3d chapter, the 
apostle labors to establish the hearts of 
believers in the endurance of the suffer- 
ing they were called to, and his method 
of reasoning is seen in his exhortation to 
them to ‘account that the long-suffering of 
our Lord 78 salvation.’ He assumes that 
this season of endurance of suffering 
which is appointed for those who belong 
to God, is for the salvation of man. God 
is not straitened in his resources, but his 
eye is on the salvation of many; being 
not willing that ‘ any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance.’ It 
is simply then, an expression of his benev- 
olence, and of his desire to save as many 
as possible. ‘The long-suffering of God 
is salvation.’ 

To begin with the example of Christ. 
It is perfectly evident that his sufferings 
from first to last, were voluntary ; so far 
as he was concerned, there was no man- 
ner of necessity for them. In the first 
place, there was no need that he should 
have come out of heaven. In the second 
place, after he came out, he might have 
been king of the world—God’s omnipo- 
tence was at his disposal ; and much 
more he could have protected himself in 
the common enjoyment of life. He said, 
‘no man taketh my life from me ; I lay 
it down of myself.’ His death—the last 
act of his endurance and submission, was 
a specimen of all his acts ; and it was not 
a forced thing at ajf-he could have 
called upon the armi@s of heaven, and 
swept his enemies with the besom of de- 
struction. Why then did he submit te 
evil? Ifwecan understand this ques- 
tion, we can understand why there was 
so much suffering and endurance in the 
Primitive Church, and why believers now 
are called to suffer. If we can find any 
ground on which Christ’s submission te 
evil was profitable and rational, so that 
he chose to go through it, we can become 
ourselves contented with it, and sympa- 
thize with him in the intelligent patience 
he had. 


Let us attempt to analyze the idea 
suggested by Peter, and see how the 
‘long-suffering of God is salvation ;’ for 
there lies the answer to our question. 
It appears that while there was no ne- 
cessity of Christ’s coming into the situa- 
tion of suffering and difficulty, and no 
necessity of his remaining in it, or sub- 
mitting to the abuse of the world, on his 
own account, yet there wasa necessity 
of his suffering all that he did, if he woujd 
save men. If the simple object had been 
to destroy the wicked, to ruin the devil 
and all his works, that could have been 
done without protracted and extreme suf- 
fering on the part of Christ. There was 
physical force enough with God, to des- 
troy the world as he once did, by a flood. 
He could have made an end of the devil's 





why he is called to so much labor and 


power by a blast of his breath ; but that 
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was not his object. 
‘we may say, to disembowel the devil, and 
get the souls of men out of him. “The 
‘Son of man came not to destroy men’s 
‘lives, but to save them.’ 

Now in order to understand the neces- 
sity of suffering, for the accomplishment 
of this, purpose, we must remember that 
men are identified with the devil, and 


that salvation is a state of love towards 


God which cannot be effected by physical 
force, but can only be brought about by 


attraction—by seizing the attention of 


man until he gets an intelligent view 
of the character of God. ‘One man can 
lead a horse to water, but ten men can- 
not make him drink.’ The object to be 
gained is, to get at man in his brutal 
state—under the control of the devil, 
and dealing with him as an intelligent 
being, open his eyes to see the beauty ot 
God, and drink it in ; and that thing 
cannot be done by a blast of God’s 
wrath, nor by physical force in any 
form. How then can it be done ? The 
only way is, for Christ, the represen- 
tative of God, to introduce himself into 
the very midst of the devil’s habitation, 
and paying no attention to the devil’s hos- 
tilities, direct the whole magnetism of his 
life, to seizing the attention, and attract- 
ing the love of his victims away from him. 
After getting admission into the house 
of the tyrant, to devote himself to quar- 
reling with him, and make that his bu- 
siness, would spoil his design ; for in 
that attitude, he could present nothing 
to the victims which would attract them, 
and make them sympathize with himself 
and God. Now supposing there is this 
spiritual necessity that Christ should win 
their hearts, and make him love them, 
then it is absolutely necessary that he 
should go into their habitation in an at- 
titude of non-resistance, and excite their 
pity, and melt their hearts, by submitting 
to everything that the devil can do, and 
convince them by every possible means, 
that he is seeking after them in all the 
fullness of love. In that view we can see 
the necessity of Christ’s sufferings, and 
can see that ‘ the long-suffering of God is 
salvation.’ 
Salvation is effected not by violence, 
but by baiting. The fisherman whose ob- 
ject is, not to destroy the fish but to 
catch them, must rely for success, not on 
force, but on attraction ; he must drop 
in his bait, and manage it so that the fish 
will bite of their own accord; and even 
after he has hooked one, if it is large, he 
will need to manage skilfully to get it out 
of ‘the water. In saving men there are 
certain conditions required like those in 
fishing, viz.: patience on the part of the 
fisherman, and good bait, If men are to 
be saved, i.e. put in motion towards 
God, of their own choice, from a percep- 
tion of the beauty of God, which is sal- 
vation, some one must perform the func- 
tion of bait, as to hanging in the water, 
and on the hook, waiting for the fish— 
some one must have the patience and he- 
roism, non-resistance and endurance, 
necessary for that operation. 
It is the praise and glory of the cross 
of Christ, that Christ was aot under any 
physical necessity whatever, 10 do what 


His object was, as 
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depths of the diabolical abyss, as a bait for 
men, manifesting the love of God, unre- 
sisting in the midst of exciting appeals 
to his combativeness ard whole sensitive 
nature, following his reason and carrying 
out faithfully the calculations previously 
made for him by God, even unto the 
death of the cross. Entirely disregard- 
ing the appeals to self-assertion and com- 
bativeness, the whole voice of his soul in 


‘Father forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.’ He was then in the pres- 
ence of two parties ; one including the 
devil and the whole reprobate spirit, and 
the other a party of good and honest 
hearts, victims of the devil, and for the 
present identified with him. They were 
all for the time being unjust, but Christ 
died for the unjust ; ‘while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for the ungodly.’— 
The language of his spirit was, ‘ There is 
no one to thank me at present, for what 
I am doing, but I will carefully see to it 
that I do not quarrel with one party, and 
by so doing lose the other.’ If he had be- 
gun quarrelling with one party, as it was 
perfectly natural that he should have 
done, he would have lost the whole. This 
is illustrated in the parable of the wheat 
and tares. The man’s servants said unto 
him, ‘ Wilt thou that we go and gather 
the tares? but he said, nay ; lest while ye 
gather the tares, ye root up the wheat 
also.’ There was the patience of Christ. 
In his crucifixion and suffering, he was 
determined not to quarrel with the devil, 
but to submit to all that he could do to 
him, in order to rescue his captives.— 
There were his continence and self-con- 
trol, and his subjection of passion to true 
reason. 
Now passing from Christ to the Prim- 
iitive church, through much tribulation 
they also, ‘ entered the kingdom of God.’ 
It may be said, that all they suffered was 
necessary to their education ; but we 
doubt whether it is right to lay all their 
experience to the necessities of their ed- 
uacation. Such was not the fact in re- 
spec tto their leader. Christ, ‘learmed 
obedience by the things that he suffered ;’ 
yet no one will say that his education 
was not good enough before. He was a 
glorious, blameless spirit, and might have 
been the glory of heaven forever, if he 
had never come into the world ; so that 
his education in the world was, as it were, 
a work of supererogation, and not neces- 
sary to his perfection and glory. He 
said, ‘for their sakes [his disciples] I 
sanctify myself.’ His sufferings then 
were not necessary to the perfection of 
his character, but only necessary with a 
view of saving men. Something of this 
kind may apply to the case of the Primi- 
tive Church. It is by no means improb- 
able that there was a circle in that 
church from the first, who had thoroughly 
submitted to God, and who, if God had 
taken them out of the circumstances 
which were continually soiling them, 


would have grown right up into all that 
is good and beautiful, without any trou- 
ble. But they went through a long 
course of suffering; and it is evident 
that God held them there, not merely 
with a view to perfect their education, 
but as he did Christ, that he might save 





he did, but simply under the necessity of 
love. He went about his work and sub- 
mitted quietly and patiently to the con- 
‘ditions of the mission he had undertaken. 


speaks of ‘ filling up that which is behind 
of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for 
his body’s sake, which is the church.’ 


the world. Paul intimates it, when he 





“He.submitted to be suspended in the 


te .t. 


of the Primitive church as has been said 


In this point of view, it may be said 


that terrible crisis, was love to men.— 


telligently the necessity of suffering, you 
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of Christ, that it was not necessary for 
their sakes that they should have endured 
somuch. They might have been taken 
immediately to heaven, and all tears 
wiped away from their faces ; but for the 
same reason that the Son of God was 
sent from heaven and endured the cross, 
was the church kept in the world forty 
years, enduring suffering, that they might 
attract as many as possible to the beauty 
of God. Salvation cannot be brought 
about by mechanical force, by any mere 
emanation of physical power, but it must 
come by the will’s being put in motion 
by the law of attraction ; and the at- 
tainment of that result presents a prob- 
lem not to be solved in any other way 
than that in which God has solved it, viz., 
by the saving party consenting to be bait, 
aml enduring the necessary suffering 
-that such a position implies. This is a 
principle which all believers may apply 
to themselves, and thus stop the tenden- 
cy to question why God does not destroy 
their enemies, or take them immediately 
to heaven. God’s plan is to save men ; 
and in order to save them, he must train 
a people to ‘overcome evil with good’— 
to mind nothing about the devil and his 
abuses, but sit right down ‘in the midst 
of a crooked and perverse generation,’ 
and endure all that is necessary for the 
object. It is given to us to take part in 
this great design, and for God to take us 
away from the present field, to a position 
exempt from trouble, would be to spoil 
the game—we should not catch any fish. 


Understanding this idea, we may well 
be contented with our situation, and 
count it an honor to be thus employed. 
We have seen enough of God’s power 
and resources to know that he could, 
if he chose, immediately perfect believers 
and raise them to heavenly circumstan- 
ces; but if we set our heart upon the 
object he has in view, we shall choose as 
Christ did, to ‘endure the cross, des- 
pising the shame, for the joy that is 
to come. He endured all that was 
necessary to attract his bride, and 
draw her away from the devil. And 
such is the object that is set before us.— 
We need therefore patience, for it is not 
a swift process ; but we will hold on our 
course, attending to self-improvement, 
showing the world without combative- 
ness the better way—getting no thanks 
perhaps—yet by and by we shall attract 
men, and conquer the world. By paying 
no attention to the devil, keeping onr 
hearts bright with love and usefulness, 
we shall finally draw out of him all that 
is good for anything. And nothing but 
just such patience and depth of love can 
disentangle a soul from the devil. To 
get access to the minds of men, imbruted 
and enveloped as they are, by the murky 
atmosphere of his spirit, without quar- 
reling with him is a nice affair, and re- 
quires an exceedingly bold and prominent 
expression of love, and a great deal of 
patience in setting it forth: but these 
conditions are fully complied with in the 
cross of Christ. There is a bold expres- 
sion of love and long-patience that holds 
out yet, and that will continue as long 
as is necessary, to save as Many as may 
be saved. 


In order to justify the ways of God, 
to be at peace with him, and be contented 
with our circumstances, we must take 
the high view that Peter suggests, and 
‘count that the long-suffering of God is 
salvation.’ Then suffering will not work 
discouragement ; but so long as we take 
a small-hearted view of it, we shall be 
likely to charge tribulations to the pov- 
erty of God’s resources, which is con- 
trary to faith, and an unsatisfactory atti- 
tude of spirit. We must live in the atti- 
tude that Christ was in, who had ample 
resources, but did not, for good reasons, 
chouse to use them. If you are all the 
time wanting twelve legions of angels, 
and cannot get them, your suffering is 
unsatisfactory. After understanding in- 


subunit to your circumstances, as Chrigt 
did to his—Home Talk. 1851. 





Communism of the Interior. 

Paul says, ‘If there be therefore any 
consolation in Christ, if any comfort of 
love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if 
any bowels and mercies, fulfill ye my joy, 
that ye be like minded, having the same 
love, being of one accord, of one mind.’ 

Here is an exhortation to communism 
of spiritual graces. Paul wanted to make 
the most of the riches of the church, and 
he was not too proud to ask his followers 
that he might share in their comfort of 
love and fellowship of the Spirit. These 
were the best treasures of the church, and 
he was in favor of having a distribution 
of them. This community tendency was 
manifest in everything that he said and 
did. In his business as almoner to the 
church, he found the employment most 
congenial to his heart, because it gave 
scope to the unitizing, mutual-insurance 
spirit of the gospel. Even in trials and 
distresses he exhorted the churches to 
bear one another’s burdens, and that the 
strong should help the weak. He himself 
took a good share of the tribulations of 
his brethren ; for he says speaking of 
himself, ‘Who now rejoice in my suffering 
for you, and fill up that which is behind 
of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh 
for his body’s sake, which is the church ;’ 
and in another place, ‘I would that ye 
knew what great conflict I have for you 
and for them at Laodicea, and for as ma- 
ny as have not seen my face in the flesh.’ 
The church of his day was certainly a far 
better mutual-insurance association than 
any joint stock companies, of the present 
day—as much better as the soul is better 
than the body. It insured to each and 
all who paid the premium, discipline and 
instruction and refinement enough to 
prepare them to meet Christ at his Sec- 
ond Coming and go with him to the man- 
sions that he had prepared for them, and 
so far as their bodies were concerned, it 


insured food and raiment. H. J. 8. 
Wallingford Commune. 





A Good Prayer. 

It is a good prayer, ‘ Lead us not into 
temptation.’ Our adversary, who is go- 
ing about like a roaring lion seeking 
whom he may devour, is ever on the alert 
to take advantage of any weakness on 
our part, to seduce us and entangle us in 
difficulty. And in no way is his subtlety 
more manifest than in his efforts to get 
control of our tongues. It is his special 
delight to make discord ; and he is well 
aware that the tongue, though a little 
member, is a powerful weapon, and has a 
wonderful effect either for good or evil, 
both subjectively and objectively. It may 
become either the generator of peace 
and joy to ourselves, and love and happi- 
ness to those around us, or it may pro- 
duce discontent and sorrow in our hearts, 
and sow the seeds of discord between us 
and all with whom we are associated.— 
We have often noticed that a word un- 
kindly or carelessly spoken, has caused 
discord and misunderstanding between 
parties who had long been friends. 

How important it is then, if we desire 
unity and peace, to confess Christ in lit- 
tle things, and pray God to iead us not 
into temptation, that we may love one 


another as he has loved us, and so haster : 
the time when his will shall be done on 








will be prepared, freely and cheerfully, to 


earth as it is in heaven. 
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